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In October 1991 a small ad appeared in the Leader Post advertising a meeting for those 
interested in quilting.  Several women gathered to form a group that would become 
the Prairie Piecemakers Quilters' Guild with three Prairie Lilies as our logo.  There 
were about forty women, enthusiastic and willing to learn and share their craft.  By 
December, 1992 we had adopted a Constitution and registered as a Non-profit 
corporation in the Province of Saskatchewan. 

 The Guild meetings were held on the first Tuesday of every month at the Cathedral 
Neighbourhood Centre.   Most people were novices but those with quilting experience 
volunteered to demonstrate rotary cutting, chain piecing, mitred corners, half square 
triangles, border and bindings, all skills required by quilters.  Some members brought 
sewing machines to the meetings for a couple of years but logistics determined our 
fate - too little space, too many quilters.   In the Autumn of 1993 about ten members 
formed a group and met at a quilt shop once a week to make quilts for charity.  This 
group would later be known as Connecting Threads.

In 1992-1993 year the Guild made ten quilts thirty-six inches square for the labour rooms 
at the Regina General Hospital where they were hung on the walls in large plastic 
frames and it was hoped they would bring comfort to the mothers to be.  Another quilt 
was raffled to raise money to purchase the frames. 

Membership fees were $20.00 and in 1993 we had 39 members.  In order to save 
money the executive held their executive meetings at their homes until almost 2000.

Fast Facts:  
The first 50/50 draw to raise money to buy library books was held in 
February, 1992.
The first newsletter was published in September, 1993.
The first workshop was held on October 17, 1993.  The project was a 
Quillow.

By 1997  the Guild had grown to about 100 members and relocated their meetings  to 
the basement of the Odd Fellows Hall down the street.  

Fast Facts:
Quilt 'Til You Wilt days were held semi-annually beginning in 1997.  This 
was the forerunner of Golly Get Her Done and UFO workshops.
The Guild began setting up a booth at the Exhibition to promote the Guild.
The Guild Website was established in April, 2003.

 About 1998 Connecting Threads took on the project of making quilts for preemie babies 
at the Regina General Hospital. The Guild assumed financial responsibility for the 
group in 1999 and raises funds through bi-annual quilt raffles and corporate grants.  
Between January, 2015 and June 30, 2017, two and a half years,  Prairie 
Piecemakers Quilters' Guild/Connecting Threads have donated 2010 items including 
quilts for hospitals and shelters, neonatal quilts, placemats, pillowcases and fidget 
quilts.  Connecting Threads is now a standing committee with the Guild.  The group 
meets each Thursday at the Neil Balkwell Centre and everyone is welcome.
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Notes on Content:
To comply with privacy legislation, personal information will not be displayed unless the person has given 

explicit permission to do so. Since it has not been possible to contact former Guild members, many names 
have been subject to this requirement. My apologies to those who find this frustrating.

Given all the different time and resource restraints it was not possible to achieve perfect reproductions of the 
documents and pictures.  Any errors and particularly, any omissions, are unintentional but in spite of best 
efforts, often unavoidable.

All documents that appear in this publication have been taken from the following source:
 Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan, unprocessed, Accession ### 2008-084; 2008-267; 2009-679; 

20112-164; 2014-039; 2017-013. 

You may view the whole collection, including names and in original condition, at the following address:
The Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan

  3303 Hillsdale Avenue, Regina SK S4S 6P4
306-787-4068; www.saskarchives.com.

Even though the items included here are a fraction of the entire archive collection, I hope you enjoy this brief 
history of the Prairie Piecemakers Quilters' Guild.

Deena Arthur, current Editor of the Guild newsletter In the Guild

Issue 2017-12 25th Anniversary insert Copyright: Prairie Piecemakers Quilters' Guild Inc.

In October, 2000 the Guild held a  non-judged display of quilts at the Odd Fellows Hall.     
In 2002 the first judged show was held at the South Leisure Centre followed by a 
show held at the Conexus Art Centre in 2004 and every two years thereafter. Our next 
quilt show, our tenth, will be in May 2018.  

The Guild began holding its meetings at the Whitmore Park United Church in 2006 and 
continues to do so. This gave us much needed space for a library and for storage.  

Fast Facts:
Membership Fees were raised to $35.00 in 2010.
In 2016 the Website was updated and we created a Facebook page.
Entries to the 2016 quilt show could be made entirely on-line.
Quilts of Valour were made for our soldiers.

Throughout the years we have been entertained by some very interesting guests and 
have learned a variety of skills from teachers and from each other. However, the best 
loved part of every meeting is "Show and Share" where we have been treated to 
some beautiful quilts and some wonderful stories - children, grandchildren, weddings, 
quilts that were quick to make and some that took years.   

Since our Incorporation the Constitution has been overhauled twice and by-laws have 
been added. We have had seventeen presidents and most of them are still members 
which has been a real plus to our Guild. Those members are Cindy S., Lorie T., 
Sharon B., Donna H., Denise P., Ted S., Dot L., Chris N., Cindy T. and Ruth Br.  Many 
other members have served the Guild in many different ways.

Today as we celebrate our 25th anniversary we have 150 paid up members - how 
appropriate as we celebrate Canada 150. Hopefully this group will continue to grow 
and prosper in the years to come.



Celebrating         Years
________________________________________________________________

December 18th, 1992 4

Meetings and 
events were 
held before 

incorporation 
in 1992.



5

Celebrating         Years
________________________________________________________________

December 18th, 1992

Getting 
organized.
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What do the 
Members 
want??
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The process to 
incorporate 

begins.
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There were 43 members on the 1992-1993 menbership list. From 
that list that there are still four current members: Ellen Basler, Dot 

L., Belva Perkin, and Darlene Stewart. 

Guild Pin 10th Anniversary 2002 Quilt Show 2006 Quilt Show

This graph shows the 
changes in 

membership numbers 
for the past 7 years 
compared with the 

original membership. 
The projection for the 
end of 2017-2018 

is 149 members.

1992      2010      2011     2012     2013     2014      2015     2016    2017 projected
1993      2011      2012     2013     2014     2015      2016     2017     final
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Early days in the guild:
Like all pioneer stories, I will tell you of a time of poverty 
and hardship... Well, as we only had a few dozen 
members, our membership dues barely covered the cost 
of the room rental at the Cathedral Arts Centre. And we 
spent the rest on guild pins, which seemed absolutely 
essential to one executive member and which did pay 
back eventually. We even had to have executive meetings 
in our homes to cut costs even though cleaning takes 
away time from quilting, so that was a big sacrifice. We 
took a long time to get a constitution, as we went months 
without managing a quorum at the executive meeting, but 
by judiciously copying Regina Stitchery Guild's we finally 
became 'legal'. We did get wall quilts made for the labour 
rooms at the General Hospital (the driving purpose of one 
member of the executive), and we organized contests and 
demonstrations at the meetings, and I learned how to put 
up and take down tables. One highlight for me was when 
we rented a bus and took a shopping trip to Saskatoon.  
We also helped out with the first Quilt Canada held in 
Saskatoon.  

 Ellen Basler

I was a member of the guild when it started. I had taken a few classes before joining 
the guild. My mother was a quilter and some of my aunts also. I brought my mother 
Dorothy Downing with me to the guild meetings. All her quilts were sewn and quilted 
by hand. I took the beginners class the guild had which was a sampler quilt with 
different technics for each block and I think Carrol St taught the classes. If a person 
needed help with pinning their quilt, they brought it, tables were put together and with 
the help of members it would get pinned or basted. The guild made many bright and 
colourful quilts that were hung in the maternity ward at the General Hospital. Most 
meetings  someone would give a demonstration of different quilting technics. There 
was always show and share, and after the meeting was over it was a treat  to have 
dainties with tea or coffee and visit and talk quilting 

Belva Perkin

Charity Quilt Photo courtesy of Ellen Basler
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Everything a 
new member 

needs to know.
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Supporting 
other quilt 

Guilds.

The cost of an 
early Quilt 

Show. 
How times 

have changed!
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